
  

Social Media 

  

We Now Have a YouTube 

Channel You can now visit the CSE 

YouTube Channel at 

www.youtube.com/user/CSEatAUA. 

We encourage you to subscribe to 

this channel as we will periodically 

post videos on our stimulating guest 

speakers and other CSE events. 
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New Face at CSE  

The College of Science and 

Engineering is happy to announce 

the appointment of Ms. Sona 

Grigoryan (photo below) as its 

administrative assistant. 

Sona Grigoryan has earned her BA 

and MA degrees from Yerevan State 

University. She has experience in 

administrative work as well in 

translating various articles, 

interviews, other materials. 

She joined CSE when Ms. 

Emma  Nemishalyan left to pursue 

her passion in translation with AUA 

Certificate Program. We wish Emma 

great success and warmly welcome 

Sona on board here at the CSE. 

News and Updates 

ACADEMICS: New Academic Year and Our New 

Students. This year about 40 new students joined the CSE 

Master’s Degree programs in Computer & Information 

Science (CIS) and Industrial Engineering & Systems 

Management (IESM). About half of these students receive 

financial aid or scholarships that are primarily funded by 

AUA benefactors. The CSE is expected to experience a 

marked growth, both in number of students and faculty 

members, starting in 2013, when AUA — for the first time 

in its 21-year history— launches its undergraduate 

education. A Bachelors of Science in Computational 

Science offered through CSE will be one of the 

undergraduate majors. 

ACADEMICS: CSE Faculty Develop Math Test for 

Undergraduate Admissions AUA undergraduate applicants 

will be required to demonstrate proficiency in 

mathematics. This can be done by taking either the AUA 

math test or an equivalent. The test, designed by AUA 

faculty, will contain 40 multiple-choice questions on topics 

covered through high school —from topic areas including 

arithmetic, algebra, geometry, trigonometry, functions, 

vectors, and sets. The 90-minute test can be taken either in 

Armenian or English. The computer-based test will be 

administered on the AUA campus. For more details visit 

www.aua.am/math-test/ . 

 ENTERPRENEURSHIP: Startup Cup Armenia In 

October, AUA College of Science and Engineering co-

sponsored the Armenia StartUp Cup. StartUp Cup is an 

international grassroots, locally driven, business model 

competition open to anyone with any type of business idea. 

Entrepreneurs receive coaching and mentoring from 

seasoned local entrepreneurs and business leaders. To learn 

more about this event, visit our YouTube Channel for the 

reportage CSE co-sponsors Armenia StartUp Cup 

prepared by Civilitas. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: One Laptop Per Child 

Rubina Danilova, CSE Coordinator, participated in the 

local development of the One Laptop Per Child (OLPC) 

project. Starting in 2011, the project has started bringing a 

planned 10,000 laptops to Nagorno-Karabakh. Rubina 

coordinated the localization effort including the translation 

of the Sugar desktop environment into Armenian. CSE 

http://www.youtube.com/user/CSEatAUA
http://aua.am/math-test/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CSEatAUA
http://civilnet.am/
http://www.youtube.com/user/cseataua
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AUA’s College of Science and 

Engineering (CSE) invites you to a 

“Question & Answer” meeting 

with its Dean and Faculty 

on December 19 at 17:00 
 

 

students Nanar Chahverdian and Aren Zomorodian also 

participated in this effort. 

 Conferences and 

Exhibitions 

CSE Hosts Working Conference on Reliability and 

Optimization of Structural Systems More than 40 

scientists from around the world attended via invitation a 

leading working conference on structural systems held at 

the American University of Armenia [June 24-27]. The 

conference, organized under the leadership of founding 

Engineering Dean Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian, promotes 

modern structural system reliability and optimization 

theories and methods. Aims of the conference including 

stimulating research, disseminating and exchanging 

information, and encouraging education in this field. 

 Workshop on Stochastic and PDE Methods in 

Financial Mathematics The Institute of Mathematics of 

the National Academy of Sciences in association with 

Yerevan State University and American University of 

Armenia organized a Workshop in Stochastic and PDE 

Methods in Financial Mathematics, September 7-12, 

2012.The workshop brought together over 80 experts and 

students from 18 countries in the area of partial differential 

equations and stochastic analysis, working within the 

domain of financial mathematics. It also aimed to stimulate 

contacts between academic researchers and financial 

companies in the region having interests in development of 

mathematical modeling and research. 

Swedish-Armenian Contact Seminar 2012 CSE 

spearheaded an effort for AUA faculty and researchers to 

participate in the “Swedish-Armenian Contact Seminar” on 

25-26 October 2012 at the Yerevan State University. The 

event aimed to create a platform for cooperation between 

Swedish and Armenian universities. It brought together 

more than 60 Armenian and 30 Swedish academics and 

researchers to network, exchange experiences, and seek 

mutual areas of interest that could lead to collaboration in 

research and technology development. The event was 

organized by the International Programme Office for 

Education and Training, a Swedish government agency, 

and the National Tempus Office in Armenia. AUA faculty 

from Colleges of Science and Engineering, Humanities and 

Social Sciences, Business and Economics, and Public 

Health as well as researchers from the AUA Acopian 

Center for the Environment represented AUA and its range 

of research interests. 

 

 

http://math.sci.am/
http://www.ysu.am/
http://www.aua.am/
http://www.aua.am/
http://math.sci.am/conference/sept2012/index.html
http://math.sci.am/conference/sept2012/index.html


 AUA Participates in DigiTec Expo 2012 AUA, led by its 

College of Science and Engineering, participated in this 

year’s DigiTec Expo on October 5-7. More than 120 

companies and institutions took part in this year’s event, 

with an estimated 24,000 visitors, a five-fold increase 

compared to the first event in 2005. At the Expo, AUA 

showcased its upcoming undergraduate programs (to begin 

in Fall 2013), its teaching and research in IT and 

engineering, and its leadership in boosting university-

industry relations. To see the AUA and other booths at the 

Expo, visit our YouTube Channel for the short clip called 

AUA @ DigiTec Expo 2012. 

 

CSE Faculty Member Attends International Green 

Education Event in Germany The American University 

of Armenia (AUA) participated in the International 

Greening Education Event (IGEE), held in Karlsruhe, 

Germany from Oct. 10-12, 2012. The IGEE is an annual 

get-together of educators from around the world to discuss 

environmental and sustainability topics in the education 

sector. It provides a global platform to share ideas, 

experiences and knowledge. As AUA is working to deepen 

its environmental curriculum, participation in such 

international networks is proving to be essential. In the 

coming year AUA plans to create an Introduction to 

Environmental Science course for its incoming 

undergraduate students, as part of its undergraduate 

program launch in the Fall of 2013. In addition, AUA has 

plans to add environmental content to all of its existing 

curricula, be it in law, industrial engineering, computer 

science, business and management, or public policy. These 

will be added to AUA’s current requirements. Currently all 

AUA students are required to take a course on biodiversity 

and species conservation. The new topics to be 

incorporated into AUA’s coursework will also include 

natural resource management, environmentally responsible 

http://www.youtube.com/user/CSEatAUA


cities and buildings, role of innovative technologies, and 

more. Alen Amirkhanian, from the College of Science and 

Engineering, represented AUA at this year’s IGEE. 

 Two AUA faculty members attended a workshop held 

at the American University in Cairo (AUC) Two AUA 

faculty members attended a workshop held at the 

American University in Cairo (AUC) on Collaborative 

Learning Technologies (Nov 11-12, 2012). Irshat 

Madyarov (CHSS) and Alen Amirkhanian (CSE) 

participated in this two-day event organized by AMICAL, 

an international consortium of American-model, liberal 

arts institutions of higher learning located outside the 

United States. Collaborative technologies in higher 

education are increasingly becoming a critical component 

of the global education that colleges and universities like 

AUA offer. 

  

ENGINEERING RESEARCH CENTER [ERC] 

FALL INTERN: Zhang Zhi Ee Zhang Zhi Ee interned 

from September through mid-October at the 

Engineering Research Center. Mr. Ee, born in Malaysia, 

has recently graduated with a Master’s in Mechanical 

Engineering from the Beuth Hochschule für Technik 

Berlin with a thesis titled “Design of a Solar Window 

for Heat Production.” He interned at ERC as a volunteer 

with the Armenian Volunteer Corps (AVC), which also 

helps with the placement of high-caliber students and 

young professionals. His work at ERC involved the re-

commissioning of the solar driven desiccant cooling 

system (DESODEC) and conducting a literature review 

on a new solar cooling system planned for eventual 

installation at AUA’s Paramaz Avedisian Building. Mr. 

Ee studied in Germany for the past 6 years under a full 

scholarship. He is fluent in German, English, Chinese 

(Mandarin) and Malay. 

 

  

CYBERSECURITY: Second Research Project 

with Samsung Another ERC team of researchers 

and students lead by professor Gurgen 

Khachatrian is running a research project for 

Samsung Ukraine (SURC), which is a part of 

larger project called “Components of Security 

Engine.” The aim of the project is to develop a 

proprietary algorithm along with proper analysis. 

Another task for the project is to implement a 

suggested algorithm for various platforms and 

demonstrate the algorithm’s feasibility. The 

project started in July 2012 and will be completed 

in December. 



INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING: Tempus Project To 

Be Launched in December In December of this year, 

ERC will launch its first Tempus project, a European 

Union program that supports the modernization and 

networking of higher education institutions in the EU’s 

surrounding area that includes the Caucasus. AUA, in 

cooperation with 21 other universities and companies 

from Armenia, Austria, Georgia, Germany, Romania, 

Spain, and Ukraine, will take part in a two-year project 

called Industrial Cooperation and Creative Engineering 

Education (iCo-op). The Project aims to identify 

demand for engineering knowledge and skills in private 

industry and then develop learning programs that also 

use remote engineering and virtual instrumentation. 

Overall, the projects seek to build mutually beneficial, 

sustainable partnership between academia and 

enterprises. Each university participates in the project 

along with an industry partner. AUA’s industry partner 

is National Instruments of Armenia. IESM Program 

Chair and faculty member Sargis Zeytounyan will be 

iCo-op’s project manager. 

  

 
In photo: Sargis Zeytunyan with the HAAS CNC 

machine 

Engineering Research Center  

is a reliable 

and high-quality resource for your 

research needs. 

Click here to learn more. 

Considering applying to the College of Science and 

Engineering degree programs? Please visit the AUA 

website admissions page for more information about 

deadlines, checklists, and more. 
 

  

 

Dr. Aram Hajian, Dean  

AUA College of Science and Engineering 

40 Baghramyan Ave., Yerevan, Armenia  

cse.aua.am 
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